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BUY FRESH AND BUY LOCAL
A Necessary W egpan in Our Battle with Hog Factordies

W e have borrased the title far this artidle from the PASA (Pam-
sylvania Association of Sustainsble Agriculture) campaign, started
last year. Though our foos is an hog production, we think ocur
argurent applies to every small farm or merket because they are
all trying to survive in a world increasingly dominated by ane kind
of factary ar ancther.

Bud{yzieglerisahighlyrespectedfamermldnestme Town-
ship, Montour County, who uses his 270 acre Paradise Va-
ley Orcpnic Farm to provide cmsurers in the area orgenically
grown, healthy, good tasting pork, dhicken, turkeys, and egos.
He owns his own animals and feeds them entirely from crops
grom an his farmm, with the exoeption of orgenic minerals he
buys to sumpolearent the feed. His animels graze an his pastures
exapt in the coldest parts of the winter, when they are housed
in a bem. He omns a farm that has been in his family since 1967.

Throughout the year, Ziegler sells his pigs fram his farm, an the
hoof or after they are processed by nearby slaughterhouses —
anes certified by the U.S. Department of Agriculture — into
chops, baom, or ham in vacum sealed packages. He sells broiler
chickens from May to October, tukeys far Thanksgiving, and
has fresh eggs, orggnic feeds ard seeds, ard minerals available
the year aroard.

Before he started his pig breeding cperation two years ago,
Ziegler hed raised feeder pigs (he bought them as piglets, sold
them as adults) and sheep for

In fact, there is acoumilating evidence that many of these small-
scale fammers can exist and even prosper kecause they actually
produce a better, degper product then the huge corpenies. In
ar fidt agpinst hog factardes, it is inportant to realize thet this
growing niche that small famers have carved cut for therselves
is also a growing chink in the amor of factory farming. Let’s
start our own debunking with sore comparison shopping.

I. Conparirg Prices with the Supermarket

When we toured Ziegler'’s farm in late February we asked him
about his pork prices, ard then we wat directly to W eis Market

in Milton to find about Hatfield Meat prices for the sare prod-
uts. Here are the results:

Paradise Valley Hatfield Meat

Farm ( Weis Market)
Park Chgs (1) 3.5 $3.60
Rork Sausae (1b.) 25-3.5 3.0
Baam (1b.) 2.5 3.9
Ham (1b.) 3.50-3.0 3.5-35

Generally spesking, these prices are about the sare, and this
might core as surprisingly good news for people who prefer
aganically gromn food. A main reason why Ziegler can com-

pete is thet all his reverue gets

about ten years. lLast year, e
started a cattle breeding cpera-
he omns to create a smll herd of
cattle for eventual sales of beef
to his custorers. He is able to
meke a living from the combined
sales of his animels ard other prod-
ucts to peple in the area.

GOOD NEWS!
PERMIT DENIED
(heck race 4 for details.

poured directly back into his op-
erations or into paying living
costs. For Hatfield, though, in
addition to its production costs,
it has relatively enormmous over-
head costs, including paying for
advertising and marketing, law-
yers, nutrient management ex-
perts, transportation (an increas-

BEACHEL

Quite notably, Ziegler does all this withott a aotract with a big
ocarparty like Hatfield Meat. He ard other fammers not omtract-
ing with a corporation are dovicusly going acginst the grain of
modem agribusiness, which, with all the power of the gov-
erment behind it, is gradually wiping them from the face of
the earth. The corporations explain this trend by claiming
that the factories, precisely because they are factories, pro-
duce a cheaper product.

The claim that factory famms are “wore efficient” then all swll-
scale fams is a great myth that needs an angoing debunking.

ing proportion of its product is
shipoed to Japen), ard for all the political costs it inaurs to
help assure that the legislature passes laws favoring
agribusiness. These immense overhead costs explain why
Hatfield needs to use factories to produce its pork and why,
as we dmll see, it must chift to others the very substantial
enviramental costs of having its hogs raised that way.
Yet, without even taking into account these enviramental costs
— which we will consider below — there is growing evidence
that meny small-scale farmers can grow hogs more ecancmically
than factory famms. Sore exanples follow.



II. “Swll is More Ef ficiat” in Texas, Iowa,
ad in Iots of Other Places

Recently, faailty ad staf fa& Teas Tech University developed a
rescarch farm to explare profitable systars they all “enimel-awi-
romment-worker, and camunity-friendly.” In ae prototbype pro-
duction systan, which raised 600 sows an 200 acres, the research-
ers ford thet the goeratio provided:
.Jdmproved pig health, a better work ervirvament, less odor,
less micrdoial activity, fewer regulatory pradolems and lower
start-up ard qeerating costs. More specifically, they foud
it costs $23.20 to raise a pig in “intensive cutdoor” produc-
tim versus $31 in a typical omfinement system.

In Ioma State study of relative aosts at several autdoor and am-
finement systems showed that:

Although autdoor farrowing produced fewer piglets per litter,
the lower aosts of production meke it nore profitable then an-
finament. Fixed costs were $3.33 less per pig weaned outdoors,
30-40% lower overall then omfinement systems. Production
aost for a 250 poud autdoor merket hog were $4.88 less per
pig, refledting feed, labor, rmirs, udilitdes, health ad fived aosts.
(Both of these projects are described in Sustaireble Zgriaul-
ture Research and Bducatiaml Network Profitable Rark: Strat-
egies for Hog Praducers (202), aweiladle st ww w.sare.arg/il-
letins/hogs) .

Adre Iey, in Acres, USA (Jan./2004), describes a dozen striking

eanples of the relative efficiency of awll fams, including this ae:

Garry Zimmer, |l Avericen piaeer of biclagical farming, nns
a aromic dairy farm with his sm in W isomsin. Tn 2000 ae of
his remineralized alfalfa (ucene) fields proded a yield far
times grester then the averae far the distrdict. He les increased
the nutrient value of pasture by 300 peroat ad arretly calves
150 cows every year without a single health prdolem.

These studies all enphasize that aninels raised cutdoors were
healthier and nesded fewer antibiotics, and that the farmers who
raised tham, ad their reididoars, faced axsiderably fewer ewiran-
metal hazards. (For more of these kinds of exanples, see IBRE,
cited doove, PASA, at ww w.pasafarming.org, ad Acres, USA,
infogacres.usa.com)

Thouoh these few studies do ot prove the case, they represat a
growing dullenge to the widely believed myth thet factory fams
are mae efficiet. Nt aily thet, such studies typically uderstate
the efficiency differences between factory famms and small-scale
aviramental aosts of factary fammirng. W e tum to thet netter row.

IIT. The Unmeasured Envirommental Costs
of Factory Farms

As a first estimate of how extensive these ewiramental costs
might be, we should remenber that big meat conpenies draw up
axtracts with local factary famers meking sure thet all such aosts
are bore by the famers thet maise their hogs, ad by their neich-
bos. W ithout question, the main burden the conpenies seek to
avoid cares fram the vast quantities of liquid merure that are
gerared at a hog factary, an eaple the 2.5 millio ggllas a
year gererated by a factory housing 4,000 hogs. Zgricultural ecao-
mist Jdn Tkerd explained the point this way in a 1977 speech:

If you soread axt the hogs ad let hog menre lay where it falls

in a pastre, it doen’'t bother ayae very mxch. Bt if you

start aollectirg it, fludhing it, soeedirg ad soayirg it aroad

- all nomel practices in anfinamet hog qoeratias - it be-

aares air pollurion. W ater pollutio also is a synptam of the

sanre basic prdblem — too much merure in ane place. ("o

Ten Reasans for rural comunities to be concermed about

large-scale, corporate  hog  operations.”  http://

w W w .ssu.missouri .edu/facultty/Jikerd/apers/TO P10. htm. )
This is it to say thet awll hog famers dn't cause pollution with
the menre lying “where it falls,” but o awll hog farmm hes the
caeecity to do wet factary fams do as a metter of corse: pollute
the air both insice ad atside the factary, soread pathogens over
vast aress of the lard, inevitably pollute local weter systams, ad
cause a catastrophe when marure lagoons are overwhelmed by
stams. W e also know thet hog factaries creste health prdblars far
peple wo wark ard live next to them, as well as financial losses to
How much would it acst a factary farm to redre its pollition of the
air ad the water domn to the level at Bucky Ziegler’s fam?P The
answer is thet they can’t because the tedrolagy is not available
ad likely rever will be. So, we are left with wadering how much
would it aost a factary famm to install the tedhology thet arreantly
is available? Such a figure would help us to know how much more
Hetfield baom would ccst if its factaries were mede to try to mini-
First of all, how much would it cost to end the stink of a hog
factary? The latest solution is to install a “wethane digester )
with covered lagoans of liquid mermure outside the bams. These
digesters extract and isolate the methane fram the lagoons ard
thus extract ane principal cause of the stench of a hog fac-
tory (but don’t reduce the stench from the marmure inside the
bams) . How much does it cost for a digester at a hog factory
housing, say, 4,000 hogs? Available data indicate that the
praoable cost for a system that includes digester, lagoms,
and a generation plant to provide power for the farm, is be-
tween $300,000 and $400,000. The payments on the huge capi-
tal costs of digesters are designed to be offset in varying
amounts when the methane is used to heat areas of the fac-
tory or generated into electricity to reduce other power costs,
or to be sold to utilities. (For these cost estimates, alayg
with 400 pages of information about digester technology from
the perspective of those advocating them, see: W ater Bwi-
roment Federation, Anaerdoic Digester Teclmology in Ani-
mal Agriculture: A Natiocnal Summit, June 2003.)

But, even with offsetting peyments, digesters still dm't pay for
themselves. According to a study by Gldoal Resource Action
Center for the Enviromment (GRACE), “..no nethane digester
in the United States has been an acosptable irwvestment wunless
it was partially sugorted by a government subsidy .” (“Meth-
are Digesters,” Jure, 2003. www.gracelirks.arg.) Givirg a fire
credence to this claim is the recent Department of Ewirammen-
tal Protection (DEP) Growing Greener grants to half a dozen
dairy farms to help them finance marure digesters, including
ae to a lencaster dairy farm of $367,412. These grents, which
are financed by taxes, mean that you ard I are chipping in to
help agribusiness destroy sell farming in the state.

What else would a factory farm need to do to minimize its pollu-
tim, other then reducing its sted? We ford ae answer in a
study done at the University of Iowa in 2002, “Iowa Concen-
trated Animal Feeding Operations: Air Quality Study” (hdp:/
w w w.public-health.uiowa.edu/ehsrc/CAFOstudy .htm) . After
showing how factory farms pollute the inside arnd ocutside air
with ammonia, hydrogen sulfide, and perticulate metter, the sody
lists tecdniques and equipment necessary to reduce such air
pollution at a CAFO  with merure lagoons cutside the bams:




1. Frequent, short-term pressure washing and scraping
of feeding floor.
2. Urine separation on feeding floor, with carplete scrap-
ing, water follow-up, and air exchange avoidance with
room air.
3. Dust suppression using oil sprayed an intermal build-
ing surfaces.
4. Dust and gas suppression in bams using biofilters.
5. Bnaerobic methane digesters for liquid manure yet
unspread.
6. Manure spreading with an injection system with full
soil coverage.
What do these biofilters, digesters, and injection systems
cost, beyond the $350,000 for the digester? What about the
various cleaning, scraping, and pressure washing tech-
niques? If we sumed up all these equipment and labor costs,
and then added the

IV.Two Other Costs, both Immense and Un-
measured

Unforturately, we sHll havay t coered all the extensl, umessured,
ad upaid asts of factay fame.  As ae of them, we would need to
ad to the aosts of factary fams the health cosequances — inchud-
ing mental arguish — ard declining property values of pagple when
thousards of hogs becore reidhibors. If we mede Hatfield Meat and
thelr axtracting famers corpensare such peple, you can ke sure
thet the prce of their aom wauld ke hider. How nuch is fair can-
passtio far a duild with astdme, ar far the reigbars of a hog factary
wo are studk in their hores because they can't =ell thar?

Iast of all, ad pertepes most cncial, factary faming is wipirg at
arell farms all over the state ard over the retion. Howv much dhould we
ad to the price of Hrfield ad Snithfield park to copensate us all far
the fat thet their factary famirg is transfoming nral aress fram a
beauriful pardwark of awll fams into gigantic grain
fields surording rows of idatical barvacks, pris-

sum to the price
Hatfield Meat had to
pay contract farm-
ers for their hogs,
how much higher
would be the price
of Hatfield pork be
at the supermarket?
That’ s a good ques-
tim, but ae of the
few groups that
could afford to
carry out such a
massive statistical
exercise is that of
the big meat compa-
nies, ard they dm't

Where to go if you want to
“ouy fresh ard buy local . ”

For this issue, we are aoardming our usuel practice of hav-
ing a separate page for a message from the OUE Board ard
the list of doxrs to ar previass nessletter (we will inchide
the latter iInarrext isse). W e do thet so we can eclese a
agpy of the “Central Susqueharma Farm Market Mep” which
highlighted there. W e extad axr tharks to the arganizatians
that prepered the mep ard mece it avaeilable to the public,
ard their rames are listed o the back cover .Also, a nore
recatt version of the Farm Market Mep is die at this sumer,
ad in arr next isste we will tell you how to gt a apy . @

as thet ae full of hogs wo reer yrestte frech air
util they are hesded off to sladhter?

V.What Aot the Taste of By
Farm Pork Compared to that at
Paredise Valley FamP?

Trere is aily ae kird of evidexe here, ad it is
anecdotal because humen tastes are finally not
Sbjet to scatific apvlysis. Yet, there ae a fav
such agoraisals worth ansidering. Qe of them is
by Jdn Tkerd, fram the sare speech we cited ear-
lier, wo put it this way:

Tre argurent that factory pork would be higher in
quality doesn’t hold... Pork would ke more uni-
form kecause it would all care from the sare ba-

want to know the
answer .

Further, while we're on the subject, what about water pollu-
tion? If the marure spread an the fields migrates to streams,
lakes, or wells? Or if a lagoon is overwhelmed by a tormado?
We dn’t have the space to get into the prdoable costs of
eliminating these possibilities, but one can easily imegine
the expensive fortress a hog lagoon would have to be in
order to survive a tomado or a hrricane. Oxr point is this:
even without all the necessary statistics, we think it is do-
vicus that if hog factories were forced to install teclmology
and adopt techniques enabling them to reduce their pollu-
tion to the same level as the one at Bucky Ziegler ’s Para-
dise Valley Farm, they wouldn’t be able to compete with
him.
In ae sense, this article is anly agorgoriate for Pamsylvenia,
because many other hog producing states, such as Iowa, have
passed laws ard enforce exdsting anes that put a much greater
burden on AFOs to clean up their own environmental mess.
How is our state different? The answer is rather incredible, and
it stated succinctly by PamPuture this way:
Igriculture is exenpt from Pamsylvania’ s air Pollution Gx-
ttd Act ard ro state laws require aotrol of odor from agri-
cultural cperatians . (Factory Farm Pollution in Permsyl-
vania, 2003, www.panfuore.crg
Think about this quote for a moment, and then you will know
exactly what we mean when we refer to the “power of

agrilusiness” in the state.

sic geretic stok, as is anretly the case with

chickens. However, amsurers heve dif ferat tastes ad pef-
eraes - dif ferat perogtias of gelity . Meking all park “the
same” would not necessarily please more amsurers. Greater
profits for producers ard processars, ot lower aosts ar higher
agrlity, is the driving farce behird the arrat tred toserd
industrial hog production. The anly aes who really need to
shave ancther pary or two of production costs are those
who are trying to export nore pork into highly corpetitive
world merkets. That doesn’t include meny hog fammers or pork
ansurers. o, wy shauld the gereral piblic sugport indus-
trial hog produectian? (http:// w w w.ssu.missourd .edu/faculty/
jikerd/papers/TOP 10.htm)

Why, indes® Wt else can we say about the quality issue?

As we leammed as kids, “the proof of the pudding is in the

eating,” and you can do your own testing by patranizing a

few of the farms ard markets an the Farm Market Mep.

Conclusion

W e are aware thet the lag-tem solutiom to factary farms will e
tomn supervisars wo pass adirences limiting or prahibiting cor-
parate factory famms. Nevertheless, while we work to achieve that
recessardly distat gsl, in the dort nin we aan still fidt factary
farms. Indeed, when you buy frech and buy local, you can fidat the
hog farm battle an two frants: you can agjoy really good tasting,
healthy food, ard while you're dhewing away with pleasure you’ll
e alencirng the oids thet the famers you're buying from will ke
aroad rext year to further yorr fight with the factardes. Were
c@n you fird a ketter deal then thet ae? @



Task Force Meets with Of ficers

from CountryView Family Farm

Feoruary , Task Force and OUE menbers Dave Laidacker and Charles
visited the Mc. Joy of fices of Goutry View Family Farms

(CVFF), a subsidiary of Hatfield Meat. They went there because CVFF
tried to site two (AFOs in the Nippenose Valley (fadht of £ successfully
by citizens there) ard has been trying to site the Beachel CAFO in Motour
County (denied March 16h by DEP, as we amoune at the begiming of
the rewsletter)
At the M. Joy meeting, Iaidacker and Sackrey delivered agoies of the
QUE bodklet, The Case Zgpinst Hog Factaries ard the Case for Altermative
Forms of Production. The delivery aimed to provide CVFF with a sanple
of the scientific argurents against (AFOs ard to describe them as a prin-
cipal ressm the Task Farce will fight the siting of the Beadel goolicarion
with all the mears available to it.
2s a faollow wp to that meeting, an Merch 15th three officers of OFF —Bb
Ruth, presidat, Jeff Fervick, chief coresl, ad Jamifer Reed, Nutrient Man-
agarert Directar - traveled to Iewidorg to mest with Task Force menbers
Deve Hallows, Andy Lym, Sally lawer,W ayre W eldens, Iaidadker ad
Sackrey, ard Larry Breech of the Pamnsylvenia Famers thia.

ntrieats, the cascading hog mernire fram a hog factary .

Wet will care from this meeting? We aay t know now, ad ar press
deedline meant we had to submit this sumery the day after the meeting.
There was an agreenent to keep qoen duarrels of comnication. We
kelieve, watever else happans, thet we achieved aur principal aim of mek-
ing ar case in an infomed and farceful mamer, while engesizing o
unflagging determirarion to stap the gareed of hog factardes in ar area. If
we hear of other results, we will let you krow. €

Beachel CAFO Permit Denied!

n March 16%, as we wat to press, the [EP denied the first ad secad
level goplicatians by Doug Beadel ard Gontry View Family Farms to
luild a 4,300 hog factary in Moo Goanty . According to the TEP Elese:
aarrected, even thouch Me. Beadel wes given a significant avout of
time to do sa...The lack of sufficient infarmmetion meant TEP could rot
neke a determiretion recprding the facility’ s carpliance with aar regila-
tary requivenats.
Cagratulatians to Mytarr Citizens far a Clesn Bwiramat! MIE, with help
fran neny ather menbers of the Task Ry, did grest work to stp this golica-

tim — partiailarly tte copperasive ad persesive testi-
may it presated befare TFP in Janery 2003. Like the G-
camed Citizas of Niposrse Valley, the menbers of MOE
povide acther sterling eenple for paple wo vart to figt
Teck the potatal chitdres of a hog factary .

Is this metter firelly oer? Rertgps rot. According to a
gy in e Bloomsburg Press Enterprise (3-17), Beadel
plans to push ahead. He says he hes hired an agireer to
help him respad to the tedmical deficiencies inhis gdli-
catio ard states he will have his two hog berms aonstructed
by the ed of this sumer. Beadel also clains thet drdrg
the kettle oer his plan toluild a hog farm e hes cpired mare

CVFF, acoxd-

ing to Bdb . . .
Ruth, pro- E coadirates Tre Task Farce an Hog Factardes, aaprised of
B the AE Board, foar local gragps — Mmtarr Citizens for a
FBrField Meat, Clean Bwirament, CGoncermed Citizens of Nigoenose Valley, G-
about o cermed Citizens of Swyder Courty, and Goreermed Citizens of Cleve-
hivds of them lad Towship. Tre activities of these graps are desariled in recat
from farmers isses, all posted an OFE' s web site: ww w.auenews.arg. The Task
who o their Raree mests an the secad Moday of each math at the United
o hogs and I\I/Etl'n.:hstd'urd'lmWatsztom, a 7:00 pm.  The OUE Board meets
shout . cne- imrechiately afterverds. €

third fran an-

tracting fam-

ers. Ruth said thet their “wodel,” which includes factaries of wp to 4,000
hogs, lies sarewhere between the smell-scale fammers ard the huge facto-
ries with up to 100,000 hogs. Ruth claimed thet if properly meneged his
factaries do not threaten rneidhibars, ring incares ard a few jdos to the
aren, ad are the aily way to save agriailtire in the state.

Task Force menkers, in a vardety of ways and woices, told Ruth thet
peple fight his factaries becasse they are cawinced thet the factaries: are
urhealthy to neighbors and reduce cattiguous property values; are im-
posed an pecple by a carmupt political system thet favars agribusiness, an
exanple being the use of tax dollars to buy (AFOs digesters they can't
affard; ard thet if politicians mede (AFOs reduce their pollution to toler-
dble levels, most egpecially the expensive equipment that would reduce
air enissias ad odars, the factaries wouldn't ke able to campete with
the arell-scle fams they are driving art of husiness.

Larry Breech supplarented all these views ard added much informetion
doout conpostirg ard other altenative ways to raise hogs, partiadlardly in
merure menegement. He said that in a mnber of ways the CVFF model
was typical of factary farming in Pamsylvenia as being far behird other
states ard Canada in the ways they thought about, mereged, ard used as

frieds then eanies. This ismeet cartainly ot e, the
best evidaxe keirg thet of the two hudred pagple wo tumed ot at the
Januery 2003 [TEP hearing an his goolicatian, dozans testified agpinst the
aolicarion ard aily two spoke In its favar.
Thay cse, if Beadel gplies agpin, he gpolies egain, ad if he does he will
acpin face the filll weidht of the Task Force’ s quoosition. €

UPDATES

ther good news fram Task Raree graups regards aur geal to play a laroer

role in sheping local regulations regarding (AFOs. Butch Milheim, a
menber of Mottor Conty Citizens for a Clesn Bwirament, was elected
as a spwvisar in Limestae Township. Fred CGallahen, a menber of Gn-
cerred Citizens of Nipoose Valley, wes elected as a sypervisar in Lime-
goe Towmnship, Lycoming County.2And, Concermed Citizens of Syder
Conty sucoeeded in getting ae of its marbers, Dara Gxstart, aopointed
to the Middle Cresk Township Plarming Commission. W ith the Beadel ap-
plication stalled, at lesst for row, e Task Roree interds to foas mare of its
attetion ard tine in an effart to add to the nunber of its maders holding
these laml positias. €
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