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Citizens, Swine, and Democracy: An Update

he truth seems to be this: if we don’t organize ourselvesin

resistance, one day huge, unaccountable corporations will domi-
nate all that there is, from sea to shining sea, from the top of the
world down to its bottom. Exemplifying this processin our small
part of the globe, huge companies like Hatfield and Purina have
used their profits to purchase the favor of a majority of
Pennsylvania’s el ected officials, and this majority — our represen-
tatives — has designed a mosaic of |egislation that paves the road
for such corporations gradually to replace family farming with huge
animal factories.

Last fall, acoalition of environmental groups, labor unions, farm-
ers, and othersfought hard to keep Senate Bill 1413 from becoming
law. Thislegislation would have virtually eliminated the right of
supervisors to regulate animal factories within their own town-
ships. Yet, the hog factories still come our way. So, what does a

citizen do? Applaud the wonders of corporate capitalism and bow to
thewill of Hatfield or Purina CEOs, whoever they are, and living as
they do far away from the stench, the air and water pollution, and the
fouled way of life they impose on others? Or do you fight back?

In OUE'’s case, we have united with others in order to thwart our
would-be corporate masters. Readerswill recall that last March OUE’s
Board joined with the Pennsylvania Farmers Union, the environmental
consultant, GreenWatch, and four local groupsfighting hog factories,
to form the Task Force on Hog Factories. Since that time Task Force
members have been engaged in awide variety of actions, tactics and
strategies — some of them producing truly good news. We begin our
issue with an update on these activities. Many of them, itisclear, are
aimed directly at trying to protect the kind of democratic rightswe are
accustomed to but which are direly threatened by corporate power and
the politicians who succumb to it. u

Nippenose Valley Update: " We
Have Good Newsto Report"

Members of CCNV submitted thisreport.

n case you are not familiar with our battle against corporate hog

factories, hereis a short explanation. Approximately ayear and a
half ago, one of the big meat companies sponsored two applicants,
Dougherty and L ehman, in aproposal to construct four huge hog fac-
toriesthat each year would produce over 20,000 hogs and requirethe
dumping of 5million gallonsof slur manureover geologically fragile, sen-
sitive ground that contains sinkhol es and underground streams. Welivein
asmall, rural community and The Concerned Citizens of NippenoseVal-
ley, or CCNV, wasformed to protect our beautiful Valley from the pollu-
tion that these corporate hog factorieswould produce.

We have some good newsto report. One family has decided that itisno
longer interested in building two of the four proposed barns. We are
thankful to Charles and Michelle Dougherty for their decision. Our
township, Limestone, has an ordinance prohibiting thistype of facil-
ity at the site where it was proposed, and the positive support from
the community led by the CCNV helped them to cometo that decision.
The Lehmans, the other family, decided to move the location of their
factory buildings and that puts them back to a starting point which
requires the submission of new Nutrient Management Plans to the
Lycoming County Soil Conservation District.

On another note, several members of our group attended the Hog Sum-
mit held in Gettysburg June 6th and 7th. We found the Summit to be
very helpful and informative. We came away with so much respect for
the people who have been battling factory farming for years. Thank
you, to OUE, for helpin getting usto the 2003 Hog Summit. We would
encourage anyone that isfighting the intrusion of hog factoriesto at-
tend the next Summit. CCNV isa non-profit cor poration and can accept

tax-deductible contributions. We would greatly appreciate your support of
our efforts. Visit our web siteat http://sites.micro-link.net/limestone. Our
mailing addressis PO Box 831, Jersey Shore PA 17740. u

M ore Good Newsfrom
Montour County

Lisa Biddle, president of MCCE, submitted thefollowing article. Asback-
ground, the proposed CAFO described bel ow would house about 4,500
hogsin two barnsand generate about 2.5 million gallons of liquid manure
a year to be spread on neighboring fields. The facility, along with its
abiding stench wafting over everything and everybody, would pose a
threat to the area’sgroundwater, itsambient air, and itsprincipal stream,
the Chillisquaque Creek, itself already under stressfromthe environment.

he current status of the proposed Beachel CAFO in Derry Township,

Montour County, isthat the Department of Environmental Protec-
tionisrequiring Mr. Beachel to submit aclass-two water quality permit.
Thispermitisusually only required for CAFOswith more animal units
than Beachel plansto house. In January, the DEPheld ahearing to decide
whether to permit Beachel to proceed with construction of his hog fac-
tory. After listening to and assessing much testimony from opponents of
the plans, particularly about the potential for water pollution from the
liquid manure, the agency decided to require this second level permit.
To date (mid-July) the Derry Township supervisors have not issued a
building permit, and there has been no indication that Mr. Beachel has
completed and submitted the class two water quality permit.

MCCE remains vigilant on the topic of CAFO construction within our
townships, and it applauds the DEP’s more stringent requirements. We
look forward to working with the DEP in the future on environmental
issues, and we encourage new membersto becomeinvolved in making our
community environmentally safe. For more information, contact Lisa
Biddleat: 570 437-3655 or biddlelisa@sulcosk.k12.pa.us. u



Concerned Citizens of Snyder
County (CCSC): Continuing
to Fight

Members of CCSC submitted the following report. Shortly after they
filed it, the factory farm at issue began receiving hogs. CCSC vows
neverthelessto continueits effortsto get the permit withdrawn.

he spring 2003 O.U.E. Update had an encouraging story of the Con-

cerned Citizens of Nippenose Valley, thanksto a cooperative atmo-
sphere among that group and itstownship supervisors. However, CCSC's
experience shows what can happen when township supervisors work
against their communities.

Soon after learning that ahog factory wasto be built near Kreamer, CCSC
requested that Middlecreek Township supervisorsrevoke abuilding per-
mit because there had been no opportunity for public comment. However,
the supervisorsrefused. They later dismissed ameasure CCSC presented
to regulate businesses that use large amounts of water by requiring
hydrogeologic studiesto identify threatsto neighboring water supplies.

At the May township meeting, Alan Todd, a consultant hired by CCSC,
presented hisreport. He said that the nutrient management plan (NMP)
submitted by the farmer underestimated water usage and manure produc-
tion, and did not provide for adequate containment or onsite spreading of
waste. He said the proximity to Middle Creek made the | ocation unsuit-
able. Supervisors claimed they were powerless because the permit had
already been granted. When CCSC members complained that the land-
owner had never filed arequired land devel opment plan, the supervisors
voted to order a cease and desist and revoke the permit for 30 days to
allow thelandowner to submit such aplan.

Thefarmer received verbal notification of the cease and desist order and
the revocation, but the township officials, threatened with alawsuit by
thefarmer’sattorney, refused to sign the written notification. The farmer
continued construction, violating the notice and prompting CCSCtofilea
lawsuit citing the supervisors' failureto act on their revocation vote.

The June township meeting drew a record crowd, but the supervisors
refused to movethe meeting tothelarger firehall (asiscustomary) despite
numerous requests. Most saw that as a ploy to keep CAFO opponents
out of the meeting. Supervisors allowed three individuals to speak in
favor of thefacility, but did not permit anyoneto rebut them. Supervisors
rescinded the earlier revocation, saying supervisors are unauthorized to
revoke a permit, “based on problemswith an approved NMP.”

CCSC hasraised public awarenesswith signs, fliers, lettersto newspapers,
and aweb site, (concernedcitizensofsnydercounty.com). The Selinsgrove
Chamber of Commerceinvited CCSC to speak recently. Borough manager,
John Bickhart, isconcerned about proposed spreading within 100 feet of the
Borough'spublicwell. Hebelievesahydrogeol ogic study should berequired.

CCSCwithdrew itslawsuit, sincethereisnolonger arevocation to enforce,
andit will continuetofight in other directions. Tax deductible contributions
may bemadeto CCSC by checksmade out to OUE, with the“ memo” listing
CCSC, and mailed to Gene Kreamer, Box 84, Kreamer, PA17833.u

Task Force Members Create
‘Buzz-Ball’ of Controversy

Membersof MCCE submitted thefollowing article.

June 26™, Task Force members Dave Laidacker and LisaBiddletrav-
eled to Harrisburg and gave apowerful messageto the DEPAgriculture
Advisory Board. They served noticethat it would no longer be businessas
usual for theBoard, agroup that ismade up of various*“ stakeholders” inthe
farming industry, such asfarmers, their suppliers, and others. Itisalso not a

Bill Smedley, of GreenWatch, has made available the tapes|listed
below, loaned for $3.00, or purchased for $5.00, plus postage. Con-
tact GreenWatch, 426 River Mill Rd., Jersey Shore, PA 17740, 570-
398-7383; bill @greenwatchusa.org

Factory Farms - Corporate I njustice/On This Farm - Field
Pictures

Factory Farm Corporations and Local Control: Democracies
at Risk, Thomas Linzey

MCCE (Montour Citizensfor a Clean Environment) Public
Meeting 9/24/02

DEP NPDES Public M eeting/Hearing Beachel CAFO
(MCCE) 1/23/03

CCNYV (Concerned Citizens of Nippenose Valley) Public
Meeting 1/29/03

CCSC (Concerned Citizens of Snyder County) Public
Meeting 3/24/03

DEP, CAFO stakeholderswork group meeting- Harrisburg
PA 7/10/03

Board accustomed to forceful and direct testimony from citizens. In brief,
well-written statements, Lisaand David outlined OUE concerns about fac-
tory farming to the Board members.

Dave spoke about property values, civil rights, and environmental set-backs
caused by corporate-owned factories. He asked why the DEP promotes so
many environmental programsand sets stringent environmental guidelines
yet continuesto ignore other environmental hazards, particularly thosethat
come from CAFOs. He urged the Board to put its effort and support into
sugtainablefarming and to dowhat isbest and right for thecitizens, rather than
for greedy corporations. Lisaspoke about the problems, particularly water
pollution, that can arisefrom thehandling and exportation of manurefrom hog
factories. Shealso provided statistics about environmental hazardsthat oc-
curred in other states and pointed to thelack in our own state of supervision
of the nutrient management plans. Lisapointed out that there areregulatory
agenciesfor all typesof new production techniques and products, and that
typicaly such products do not get to market unless a regulatory agency
determinesthem to be safe. She requested that amoratorium be put on any
new CAFOsuntil atimewhen they are determined to be safe.

According to Larry Breech, of the PennsylvaniaFarmersUnion (PFU), and a
member of theAg Board, thetrip to Harrisburg was asuccess. Hecommented
that, “It created abuzz-ball of controversy, including aBoard discussionon
how to diminateor restrict the public comment period of theagenda.” Breech
said that, “ The challenge now before the growing coalition against hog facto-
riesishow tobuild onthis*first notice’ Daveand Lisaddivered the Harrisburg
folks. Therewill bemore opportunitiesto participatein thefuturedirection
of environmental policy and we must be positioned to take advantage of
them.”

TheTask Forcewill continueto send representativesto meetings of theAg
Advisory Board becauseit isimportant for usto continueto put pressure on
thisBoard, and othersin Harrisburg, who have anything to dowith regulating
animal factories.u

Task Force Membersto Meet with
DEP Secretary McGinty

In early June, at the suggestion of Kerry Yerg of MCCE, and with special
help from Larry Breech of the PFU, the Task Forcewrote and sent aletter
seeking ameeting with Kathleen McGinty, Secretary of the Department



of Environmental Protection. We wanted to discuss with Secretary
McGinty several public comments she has made about animal factories,
exemplified by her comment at apublic meetinginApril that, “ Someinthe
environmental community are opposed to CAFOs. | tell themthat | part
company with them on that issue.”

Thekey paragraph in our |etter to the Secretary was:

Thetask forceisrequesting the opportunity to meet with you to dis-
cuss ways we can address the evolving conditions to best meet the
needsof all Pennsylvania’s stakehol ders, both agribusinessand resi-
dential, in a manner that best serves the future vision of Governor
Rendell and our Commonwealth.

Weal so addressed copies of theletter to Governor Rendell, DennisWolff,
thenew Secretary of Agriculture, and Robert Muscalus, the new Secretary
of Health, seeking ameeting with each of them.

In early July, a member of Secretary McGinty's staff told us that the
Secretary iswilling to meet with arepresentative group of the Task Force, at
atimeand date that had not been set by the time we went to presswith this
issue. Welook forward to thisopportunity to tell the Secretary our viewson
factory farming, asthey relateto the authority of her Department, and wewill
report on that meetingin our next issue. We also hopeto pressour viewson
Secretary Wolff, giventhat he has, inanumber of public statements, indicated
strong support for factory farmsin Pennsylvania.u

Task Force MembersAppear on
WK OK Roundtable Discussion

Lisa Biddle of MCCE submitted thisarticle.

June 12" WK OK held around table discussion on CAFOs that

ashosted by Peggy Chamberlain, and featured thefollowing speak-
ers: Larry Breech, President of the PennsylvaniaFarmers Union; David
Brubaker, author and former lecturer at John Hopkins University; Gary
Sojka, past president at Bucknell University; Gene Kreamer, Concerned
Citizens of Snyder County; and Lisa Biddle, Montour Citizens for a
Clean Environment. The goal of thishour long program wasto increase
the awareness of the environmental dangers throughout the Central
SusquehannaValley; and the main i ssue addressed was the hazards posed
by factory farms. Topicsof discussionincluded site requirements, animal
owner responsi bility versus corporate responsibility, and disposal plans.u

Good News! McDonald’sChanges
Policies on Antibiotics

Last week, McDonald’'sannounced it would stop buying poultry, beef, and
pork fromfarmsthat use antibioticsrecklessly. We are happy to print an
abridged version of a story, by David Barboza and Sherrie Day, that ap-
peared inthe New York Times on June 20th. Please note that in formul at-
ing itsnew policy McDonald'sworked with Environmental Defense, one
of the world’s most powerful defenders of the environment. Other good
newsisthat both Wendy’s and Burger King haveindicated they soon will
movein thissamedirection.

Wpondi ng to public health concernsabout the overuse of antibioticsin
arm animals, the McDonad's Corporation said it would ask its meat
suppliers around the world....to phase out the use of some antibiotics that
promotegrowthin healthy animasand to significantly reducethe use of other
antibioticsthat typically protect animalsagainst disease....McDonad'ssaid
it wasmaking the change because of growing evidencethat theuse of antibiot-
icsin farm animalswas creating antibiotic resistance in animalsand in the
bacteriathat cause diseasesin humans.....

Industry officials said the McDonald's decision would likely help alter the
way animalsareraised around theworld because McDona d'sistheworld's

largest restaurant chain and one of theworld’ shiggest purchasers of meat.
Last year, the company bought about 2.5 billion pounds of beef, poultry
and pork. The European Union has aready begun to phase out the use of
growth-promoting antibiotics....

Antibioticsarewidely used in the production of poultry, beef and pork,
usually to fight off and control disease, but also to foster quicker or more
efficient growth in some animals, particularly chickens. Meat producers
often add growth hormones and growth-promoting antibioticsto animal
feed to create faster-growing animals. TheMcDona d’sdecision only af-
fectsthe growth-promoting antibiotics....

Some of the biggest meat suppliersfor McDonald's, like Tyson Foodsand
Cargill, aso applauded the move today and said they would work to
comply with the new standards. But other industry officials said there
was not yet enough evidenceto justify arejection of antibiotics.... The
Animal Health Institute, which represents the makers of drugs for ani-
mals, also said the decision was [based on marketing] but not on sound
science....

In making its announcement today, McDonald’s said it had worked with
animal welfare specialistsand Environmental Defense, an advocacy group
often at oddswith thefood and agricultureindustries, to rethink the use of
antibiotics.u

South Dakota and Nebraska get
Corporations Out of Agriculture

Thefollowing articlecomesfrom Rachel sEnvironmental Newd etter, at http:/
hwwrachel.org/home_eng.htm.

n 1998 the citizens of South Dakota amended their state constitution

(“Amendment E”), making it illegal for corporations (and certain other
limited-liability entities) to own rea estate used for farming, or toengagein
farmingin South Dakota. The South Dakota constitutional amendment mir-
rorsan amendment to the Nebraska congtitution (“ Initiative 300") that had
been passed in 1982. Now, in both states, corporations cannot own, rent, or
haveany other interest infarmland, nor canthey engageinfarming or ranching
(the cultivation of land or the ownership, keeping, or feeding of animals)
unlessitisafamily farm corporation, meaning that amgjority of thevoting
stock isheld by membersof afamily related to one another withinthefourth
degreeof kindred (generdly, first cousing), at least one of whomresidesonor
isactively engaged in the day-to-day labor and management of thefarm or
ranch. The purpose of theamendmentswas:

(2) To prevent non-family farmers from using a limited-liability entity to
escapepersond liability, and from gaining certain tax benefits.

(2) Toadlow family farmsand ranchesto continueto grow and thrive.

(3) To promote personal responsibility for the environment, rural communi-
ties, and the maintenance of diverse systemsof agricultura production and
marketing.

(4) To chalengetheincreasing concentration of control over our food system
inthehandsof only afew corporations....

By amending their constitutions, the people of Nebraskaand South Dakota
asserted.....properly, that corporationsare subordinate entitiesand when their
activities do not serve the common good, their activities can (and will) be
curbed or eliminated. Both these congtitutional amendments havewithstood
challengesin court. For further information, contact: Dakota Rural Action,
Box 549, Brookings, SD 57006.

Also, Thomas Linzey has amended this story by writing usthat, “ Although
South Dakota and Nebraska arethe most well-known, thereareactually nine
states—producing over 30% of thisnation’sagricultural output—that have
these anti-corporate farming laws in place [and] almost all are almost a
carbon copy of the South Dakota law.” u



A School for Demaocracy

he way that citizensin South Dakota, Nebraska and other states

have driven corporations out of farming — as described in the pre-
vious article — exemplifies well the consequences of their taking a
broader view. Not seeing thislarger picture |eads people contending
with such corporate and state power to leap from one fire fight to
another, with five more on the horizon. For example, OUE’s fight
against alandfill in the 1970s became afight against an incinerator in
the 1990s, which has become a battle with hog factories as part of the
Task Force. Where doesit all end? It doesn’t, unlesswejoin othersto
changethe overall framework of laws, to makeit morefriendly to us
and lessfriendly to big corporations.

One bold effort at changing this framework of laws is the “Daniel
Pennock Democracy School” that thisyear will host about half adozen
sessions at Wilson Collegein Chambersburg, PA. One of the school’s
founders, Thomas Linzey, director of the Community Environmental
Legal Defense Fund (CEDLF), in aletter inviting activists to attend
the school, asked: “Tired of Winning aLocal Issue While Watching
Corporate Control Expand? So AreWe.” And, he described the School’s
focus this year as, “Why Democracy is Impossible When Corpora-
tionsWield Constitutional RightsAgainst Communitiesto Deny The
Rights of People.”

School sessions run from Friday to Sunday, and participants, with
help from experienced organizers, take up an array of compelling top-
ics, such as:

The Historical Role and Nature of Corporationsin the
United States

Peoples’ Movementsin the U.S. and What We Can Learn
From Them

Theories of the Constitution, Corporation, and Democracy
Altering the Odds: Directly Challenging Corporate Rights
Critical Mass: Doing it Together and Building aMovement
How Do We Make Real the Promises of Democracy?

OUE’sBoard has subsidized attendance by three Task Force members
to the August session and isurging othersto go later. Vicki Smedley,
past president of PEN, Green Party candidate for Lt. Governor in
2002, and currently aTask Force member, had the following comments
about the School in an email note to the members of PEN:

n June, [husband] Bill and | attended the second Democracy School

held in PA. It was the most worthwhile weekend we have spent in
some time (years), and we would strongly encourage all of you to
consider attending one of the upcoming schools. For the first time |
have some real HOPE for the future of this country.

There were about 15 people in attendance, some of them repeat par-
ticipants from the first event held last February. Richard Grossman
and Tom Linzey were the “teachers,” and the participants learned
from each other also. There were people from PA, MA, lowa, VA, and

NH. Events like these are happening all around the country and |
believethisisthe very beginning of amovement that offersthe pos-
sibility of real change.

Everyone there was an activist of some sort. We al had different
issues, and we have all won some battles, but arelosing thewar. Itis
timeto understand that we have AL L been colonized, our very brains
have been programmed to think the way the corporationswant usto
think and react. By reading the material s for the course and taking
partindiscussions, | realizethat we cannot “take back democracy,”
aswas my campaign slogan, because we never really had it. Right
from the beginning, our Constitution waswritten by rich white men
who promised “democracy,” but in reality werewriting the Consti-
tution to protect themselvesfrom therest of us— therabble.

Through the years things have only gotten worse as corporations
became* persons’ and grabbed the rights of people, using their law-
yersto ensure that the corporate “ person’s” rights usurped thereal
peopl €' srights. The courts and the laws are stacked against us, and
every timewegotoa“public hearing” to fight our particular issue,
weareplaying by their rules, rules designed so that welose.

I know all of you have been working on specific (or several) issues
for many years. Ask yourselves how successful you have been. Be
honest, andif itislessthan you would liketo admit, consider attend-
ing the Democracy School at the end of August. Don’'t miss the
opportunity becausethese classeswill only be availablefor alimited
time,

P.S. I would beremissif | didn’'t also add that the weekend was
FUN. We met wonderful people, got to tour the organic farm at
Wilson, and ate some of their great produce. For more informa-
tion about Daniel Pennock Democracy School, check http://
www.cel df.org/cdp.asp.u

OUE Awards Scholar ships

his spring OUE granted scholarships of $150 to seniors

Brent Herman of Milton Area High School and Kevin
Bogart of Warrior Run AreaHigh School. Teachers and admin-
istrators at each school chose these two students to receive
this annual award, given to talented students likely to focus
on environmental studies in college. We congratulate Brent
and Kevin, and we wish them well.u

TheTask Forceon Hog Factoriesmeetsthefirst Mon-
day of each month at the United M ethodist Churchin
Watsontown, at 7:00 p.m. Immediately after that meet-
ing, the OUE Board holdsitsregular monthly meet-
ing. The publicisinvited to attend either or both of
these meetings.

OUE Publications Committee: Charles Sackrey, Editor; Linda Godfrey and Clyde Peeling, Contributing Editors; Bessie Bush, Distribution

Organizations United for the Environment
P.0. Box 193, Allenwood, PA 17810 (570) 538-1313

Ogranizations United for the Environment is a grass-roots, citizens' action group, dedicated to protecting the environment.
As a non-profit, charitable organization, O.U.E. is completely dependent on public support to continue its work. If you care
about the future of the environment, please support our efforts with a tax-deductible contribution. Your donation will be used
to fund efforts like the Task Force on Hog Factories and to educate and inform the public about vital environmental issues.






