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CITIZENS FEND OFF CHICKEN FARM PROPOSAL

n Noverber 12%, citizrs in White Deer Township learmed

thet a local lad omer hed withdrawn an ggplicatio to
build a factary farm where 90,000 chidks would ke raised into
lroilers. Though they are ot sre wy e did this, it seams
likely it wes in resomse to an intensive three wesk canpaion
by his neigibors to kesp axt the chickens. This canpaion
demastrates, as clearly as yar're likely to see it, the possi-
bilities inherent in pegole’ s ability to kesp amay animel fac-
taries, even thogh all the laws are stacdked against them.
Here are sare details.

n Thursday, Octdoer 21° ssveral residats in the bader aren
Ietween Kelly ard White Deer Townships fard flyers an their
door amouncirg the irvasion of three ams and 90,000 chick-
ens in an area sarroarded by about 125 hares. They also dis-
coered thet a Township Zoning Board meeting an the proposal
wauld ccar an the following Tuesday . In resooee, a domenof
them quickly began to arcanize a resistance, including mesting
with OUE Board menbers, ard a week later they established
the “Don Sryder White Deer Chapter of OUE.”

At the Zoming Board meeting about 75 peple showed up, ina

room designed far 26, almest all of them to gooose the factary .

Tre presidant of Red Bam Cmsulting, the firm that wanted to
axstruct this “ooentrated aninel goeratiay’ ard was push-
ing the proposal with the lard ower, tald the aowd thet its
plan met all the conditians of the township zaning laws and
adinances. As is typical, he mede this claim despite the fact
that township ardinances preclude goeratians that “adversely
affect the neighborhood” or have negative “odor effects an
adtjoining property

The White Deer Gupter ggoosed this agplication because its
research revealed a huoe wvolure of literatire an the intermet ad
in lilvaries confivming thet these aninel factaries have substan-
tial rnecptive effects a the aress in which they are udlt. Qe
partiadlarly copelling sorce (and which we cotinee to rec-
amerd to aur readers) was the Arerican Public Health Asso-
ciatio call last year far a moratarium an (RFOs until adequate
reseorch can ke doe to guerantee thet they o ot tresten
huren health ard safety, partiadarly thet of children. (You can
see this doameat st ww w.gdB.arg)

The two pagple wo 1ed the White Deer gragp in its resistance
are Darlene McBryan and Tim Swerk. During the past three

weeks, loth of tham, with key help fran other matoers, have
St day ad nidt, befare ard after wark, researching the poten-
tial rezards of dhiden factades, loddrg for lawers ad exert
witresses, arcpnizirg their reigiars, raising maoey, edrstirg
thaneelves, ad doirg all the dder thirgs thet you desperately
reed to do when ae day yau fird a leaflet an your door armounc-
ing the imminat arrdval of 5,000 hoogs ar 90,000 chickens.

Darlee ad Tiv ad teir allies in White Deer, ae o yat &l-
earating victary because Red Barm CGosulting ard the lard ower
cmn always sdanit a rew ggolication thet will start the process all
orr. However, their spirited resistaxe for the pest three wesks
hes given them valigle time to prepere far a secod golication, if
it cares, ar ae fran ayae else wo wants to uild an aninel
fadoy intteirarea. W e, of aarse, will kesp you posted. €

ALERT! ALERT! ALERT!

As we went to press, a friendly source who must
remain anonymous told us that a mega corpora-
tim from Temnnessee, “Heavenly Acres,” wants
to build a 20,000 hog-finishing factory “some-
where in Central Pemsylvania.” The details are
an our back page.

RENEWABLE ENERGYAND
CONSERVATION (REC): AN
UPDATE

In ar last isse, we reported that we would be paying nore
attatian to renewable energy and aanservati becasse ulti-
metely these are the aily paths axr society can take to maintain
the hesllth of the ewvirament . Below arereparts an two dimen-
sias of thet rnew diretdan.
Solar W ater Heating System at W arriar Run
School Distridct
ecantly the OE Board set aside aoout $5,000 to help to
furd the danxnstration model of a solar hot water system.

W e also begpn talks with of fidals & W arriar Rn School Dis-
trict who had exoressed interest in working with OE to -




struct such a systan for part of their uilding coplex. Qe
the systam is v ad rumirg, the sdool will regilarly sdedile
times when the public can inspect it and leam how such a sys-
tam might wark in their own haves ar offices. Sdol officials
have been celayed in givirg their attention to the project be-
caee of the start of the sdwol year . Noetheless, we are an-
fidat thet we will ke dole to report rogress in ar rext isse.

W e thark all of the doxrs to ar last isse for helping to
meke this project possible!

OUE’ s Frergy Gmsultant: Solair Energy, fc.
When we decided to give nore attention to renewable energy
ad anservatian, we dhecked aut a nunber of regiawl com-
penies that provided relevant equiprent and infametion. After
talking to several raaesatatives of these carpenies, we de-

cided to have an initial meeting with ae of tham, Paela Dovey .

W e ford thet de hed a lreed rance of experdaxe in the field,
was easy to work with, and was quite genercus in educating us
about Reneweble Energy and Coanservation. For those reasans
we have mece her orr infomel adviser an such netters ard,
far eanple, she will work with us and W arrdior Run School

For these sare reasas, we want to kring her services to
the attention of ary of aur readers who might e thinking of
the REC path. W e asked her to serd us sare notes abaut her
lackground and the services she rendered. What follows is
kased an these notes.

Pamela owns ard goerates Solair Energy, Tr., i Rate 14 in
Ralstn, nath of W illiangport. She founded the carpary in
1995 as “PD Associates Fnergy Sexvices,” after warking at a
couty weatherization program for mery yesrs. It wes there
she leamred the basics of eergy anservation ard loud 1ding sci-
axe. Slair, which de incopoated in 2004, les as its biogest
astarers uility corpanies thet vee privete aatractars ard county
agencies to perform govenment-erndated energy aanservatian
ogras. A gwell it growing segrent of Solair ‘s usiness cares
By the late 1990s, Parela had develgpeed a growing interest in
wind energy . And, because by 1998 Solair ‘s kread-and-aucter
busiress of eergy aaservation hed given it the firancial base
to expard into the taous waters of raeweble energy, Parela
decided to attard a dotowltaic cell (BY) irstallation training in
Massadusetts. This anference renewed her lag-time inter-
est in solar energy and cawineed her thet renewsble energy
techrology hed truly care of ace.

Parela wes also cawvinced that REC was viable in the north-
east ard Mid-Arlantic States, not just sury Flarida ar the wirdy
plains. This searked a passian to provide renewsble energy ser-
vices to north catral Pamsylvenia. Since 1998, Parela ad
Solair erployess have received additiaal solar and wind train-
ing at caters in Flardda ad New Yark, ad fran AWS Truewind
ad Berggy W indpower .

Tn 2000, Solair cotracted with the Pamsylvenia Bergy Asso-

PA Renewable Energy Pilot Program, funded by forr mejor
eledtric utilities as a caression to deregulation.  After a train-
ing program, Solair Eergy perfommed site sarveys and super-
vised installatias of for gotonltaic installatias ad for
solar water-heating installatians to provide hards-an training
far sodats. The Pilot program, which hed all its training ses-
sias within 50 miles of W illiavwgpart, ren for two years ad
successfully installed dozens of gotovoltaic ard solar water
heaters thraughout Pamnsylvania.

Solair Fergy, Inc. is headguartered rear the juxture of
Lyaoming, Bradford, Sulliven and Tiocop coaties, ard hes
warked in 17 comnties throghout central PA. Solair ‘s projects
in the loxl ares have inchuded an evecssted tioe solar water
hester in Pire Greek, a solar pool hester in Towanda and renew-
aole energy systare for a syper-efficient new have in Eagles
Mere. Unfortunately, uitil Pamsylvania develaes more finen-
cial incatives to help austarers defray aosts, the raewsble
erergy werket will ot hest yo. Noetheless, as prices rise far
opalire ad hestirg ail, ad as eledtrdc utility rates increass,
more ard more pecple are thinking of reneweble energy alternra-
tives. For more infametion an these netters, caitact Parela
Downey, at 570-995-5747. 4

BUY FRESH, BUY LOCAL: AN
UPDATE FROM THE ZIEGLER
FARM

Th this year ‘s garirg isse, we sat ar readers a nep arnd guide
to small-scale fammers in the cantral Susquelara regian. We
also hed an article a1 ae such famer, Buky Ziegler. We ak
Budky to sard us an uypdate an qoeratians at his farm so thet
1eacers can leam savething about whet kind of farm it is and
also sorething albout how to get the good food produced there
Here is Bxky’ s uocete.

reetirgs fran Paradise Valley Qrganic Farm, Linestaeville,

Montour County . For those of you wo are unfanmiliar with
ar qeerariam, allowme to introdxee o family farm. I, Abram
(Buky) Ziegler Jr., and my wife Sherry and o children own
ard qoerate this 270 acre cartified acanic, diversified argp ad
livestodk farm. This productive farm, copprised of limestae,
was ardginel Iy pardrased in 1967 by ny late father Aoram Ziegler,
ard my mother Eleanor Z. Reimengryder who still lives an part
of the argiral lard. I ove much of my knowledoe of agriaul-
tire as well as mary other areas to my Dad who was a student
cf the lard ad regpectad it with grest reverace. His desire to
improve the soil as well as axserve it was prasbly instrumen-
tal in lrirging ny thirkirg in lire with biclogical, sustaireble,
ad firelly acanic agrailture.
Tre path we at BOF have dhosen to take in agriculture has so
Stagering. Direct merketing, thet is producing products sold
to aawsurers directly, is the merketing method we have dosen
to inplerent. The main eterprise of POF is certified aggnic
livestok grains. Qur geecialty is chiden/podltry grain mixes. We
cater to araller queratias thet prodice seagael pastured poul -



try, pertiadlarly lroilers, althorch the davad far free raoe
eps hes boosted the sales of ar layer grain mesh. Reoat
studies, showing the inproved quality of free ranoe eggs con
rered to aofined layer hen eps, have swll sale layer oo-
ducers scranbling to meet the daverd for them. Meny of aur
grain astaers are ot certified apnic, it goaeciate the
local aspect of the grains and sygport axe ideals to kesp a hardle
a all the frgrediats, egoecially the agpect of o byorodicts.

Alayg with the sale of arggnic grains, we also produce ad sell
agnic hay, pdnerly to arganic dairy famms in CGairal ad
South Eastem Pamsylvania. n years like 2004, excess shelled
cam is sold to acanic dairy fame as well.

Like many of the awell, direct werketing fams that prdese
ar livestodk grains, we too prodie grass fed broilers, tue-
keys, eggs ad park. These products are sold directly fran axr
farm and most are ardered in advance. We do usually produce
excess and will have those available throughout the
seagm. Qrratly roilers fram Qctdoer production are avail-
able first-care, first-serve. When they are gxe, May will seam
a lag way off! Each Tharksgiving we provide turkeys, and if
yau heve rever tried a fresh, grass-fed turkey, you are missing
atiest. The grass-fed park far fall will som e ready. Tt pam
ises tobe as good as it oets.

Qe of the encouraging agpects of arggnic/sustaireble agriail -
ture is being able to retwark with other producers of like
philosophies. We have that privilege as menbers of Bansylva-
ria Associatian of Sustaireble Agriadlture. Many of axr grain
austarers are PASA mankers ard as such are very loyal ard
suypative of ar effats. They are great folks to fellowship
with. I would encorage any of you folks wo would like to
Sugoart sustaireble agriailtre to join PASA. To quote Jeel
Salatin, “PAS A d fers a can-do market-ardented direct-uncer -
the-firoemails ggoreach thet is both exhilarating ad prcactive!”

Trerk you very much for yarr time.  If yau would like to know

more abot ar farm ad ar products, you mey catact us at
PVPPFARM@aol.com, ar call usat (570)437-21%. 4

A REPORT FROM THE FRONT
IN THE BATTLE OVER LOCAL
CONTROL

W e asked Larry Bresch, presidant of the Pamsylvania Famers
Uhim, to updete arr readers an the ACRE proposal by Gover -
nor Rendell. Thouoh this prgoosal wes aimed at recaciling the
drucgle in the state between trditiaal agriailtre ad fackary
fams, its idea of a Review Boerd has been hidhly cotested.
This Board, which would decide on disputes between famms/
factory fams ard neidghoors, would e mede up of ae ggooin-
tee by the governar, ad tte followirg officials, all arratly
suppor ters of fadcary farming: the Dean of Pamn Stae s Sdool
d Agriadltral Sciatists, ad the Secraares of Igriadltire
DEP, and Comunity and Economic Development. Also, reed-
ers should know that ARE cares an the heels of Govermor
Raxkll’s Decarber 2003 veto of the H.B. 1222 that Bresch

matias. This kill would have virtelly stdgesd fran local
supervisars the power to regulate ary aspects of agriaitirein
their toanchips. See arr web site far links to mare infametion
aoat this kettle oer loml aatral. Below is Breedh' s aelysis
of thisprtd ARE, and if you went more infametion, ar to
jain his call to actio at the ed of the article, you can catact
him at: 570 784-7807 ar dablido@nationi.net .

ke kettle corines. W ith great freedom cores grest re-

Soosibility W e nust exercise that regoosibility now! Qe
freedom to determire the divection of ar local camnities is
acpin uder assault, not fran an enany autsicde arr borders but
from within. Qrr gogooents are using rhetoric souding be-
revolet ad well mesning, and we as citizens nust not ke
Tured into the engrarenat of this siren’ s sag. Now is the time
to messure W to axr task.

Som the Pamsylvenia legislature will ansider ACRE, a plan
by the Secretary of Zgriaulture ard the Secretary of DEP et
aims to recocile aoypeting claims over agriadltral lad use.
a oguire threst to ar loml sowereigty. This trest is te
five- manoer parel [Review Board] being touted as a visiawry
redice ar eliminate court bettles over wo can aattrol the eao-
rmanic ad social direction of a loal govenmat etity as re-
lated toagdailire. The Departiment of Zgriailtire hes deflected
criticiam by noting thet parel decisians can be agoealed to the
court. However, this means thet while citizans are paying with
their taxes for the goeratians of the Review Board, they would
also have to pay rivete lawyers to defed tharselves against
Board decisias ther thresren their reigdooroods. This is a
The govermor pramised a “oarprehensive ard progressive so-
luriay’ to the kattle over agriailtiral lard use last Decarber
when he vetoed the infanous H.B. 1222, W ell, mister gover-
r, ¥ slae it. ARE is not aarprehensive or progressive
wen it iguores the aoxems of the affected residats. Fanily
farms ad rural residents deserve better ad we will wark to
achieve an acosptable layg term solution ard rothing less. W e
are asking that o coems aoout falling property values ad
arjoymat be included in the firgl solutiom. Health issues ard
bio-seamrity must ke addressad to protect arr families. ACRE
mekes little mention of how to address tham. The nmetters of
ard this is not acosptable. Recent UHA statistics mede it clear
thet capaate interests leve taken catrol of nearly 70% &
swire production in Pamsylvania via cgptive production aon-
are prfitable becauee they are not fully accontable far the air
ard water pollutio, and other prdolars, they cause. Their own-
ers teke advartace of a sitetio they leve created to atjoy
increased profits and ever expanding cottrol of the production
ard marketing cgeabilities in Pansylvania. Wose interests are
being repgresented?

Barsylvania Famers Uhion will axtine to figt far loal an-
tral. Qi policy clearly states thet we kelise thet factary fams



met ke aatrolled ot the loal leel. Fanly famers met lave
eqel aceess to the merketplace ad their ridt to farm gauld ke
rotectad far nomel farming practices. Lol govenmat is best
adle to deliver thet wdella of protection ad we must fidt to
meirtain ar arrat stuchare of goerace.

T anpraoosing a “Green Farm Goalitiay’ of likaminded aropniza-
tias with the gmal of sustaireble food prodadtion taking place in
harmay with the nral comnity . Bviramatally friedly ad
econmical Iy sourd prodaction agriadlture practices will e used,
ad research projects desiged for overall comnity enhence-
et must be advanced ard given the higest priarity . The model
will festire pradtices thet endesize socially regoosible agrdail -
ture cotoired with local residat sugoart.

T invite yau to join with us when the Green Farm Gealition intro-
dues its praposals in Harrddang ad offers a tily coprebhen-
sive ad progressive solutio to the factary farm dellaxe ar-
frotirgus. W ith meny voices speskirg as ae we gull be heard
oer the redrdant rhetaric of the factary farm propoatts wo
wauld infringe an aurr fresdom. €@

Tre OE Board meets at 7:00 pam., the first Modhy of every ader
nmoth et the W atsaotomn Uhited Methodist Qarch. In 2005, the
board will mest in Bonery Aadl, dre, Agust, Octdoer and Decam-
ber . The public is welcare to attend our board meetings. €

HOG WORLD COULD BE
HEADED OUR W AY!

As we were goirg toress we received the following repor tirom
atrusted sorcee ingice a state regqulatary agency .

larence “Hog King” Cooper owns “Heavenly Axres,” a Ten

ressee mecp-aarporatian, and he recatly wet with Pansyl-
vania state officials to disauss lasting a 20,000 hng finishirg fac-
tary in the Gatral Segqehars Valley . Heevenly Acres onns about
forr million hoos being raised at 293 fackary famms in the ULS. ad
doced. While the typical ‘Heavenly Factary,” as Gogoer calls tham,
hes about 20,000 hogs, Hog King also oms “ardin de By’ in
Aroentira with 500,000 hogs housed in 200 bams an whet wes
axe raxe lad. He boasts thet Jardin de Bden ogevates doot
250 millim cpllas of “sawece fertilizer” every year far uee by

are wicely krown kehind his lack as “El Bruto Apestoso” (The
Stirkirg Beast) spesks clearly doat the local view.

In ader to pre-apt the wsEl cdtics of hog fadtardes — wese
arelyses Hog Kirng typically calls “astardly lies” —he has care
o with wet he axsiders an irggnicus plan to silaxe than, There-
fare, vhile re is building his finishing bams, ad o lad ad-
joining them, he would amstruct a thare park called “Hog
W orld.” Cogoer claims the park would generate aosiderable
incare for the area, drive up property values, and would be so
much fin thet the joyful lahter of the thare park’ s custan
ers would silexce his “gxrans” critics. Wet features of
Hog W arld would meke it such a hit?

First of all, there are the rides, ad the main ae is “Pigg Can
Fly,” a gigatic raller amster, shgped like a wallowing hog.
Qustarers would ride in hog shaped cars thet aatinelly spin
while amnitting a variety of gxorting, ganting, sgealing, ad
ader such moises. The ride starts with the cars taking a few
tums arourd the Hog’ staso. Then, they oo insice the hog, via
itshird gerters, there to travel inanmeze of tiees called “hitlin'
City” at gpeeds wp to 150 miles an houar . The hog-cars would
then e dot at of the pig’ s mouth and ato ancther platform
which slows tham domn and takes tham into the foyer of a
manmoth, 1,000 seat restarant called “rat City”

Acther ride, Hog King' s favarite, would ke called ‘Mest Hodk.”
Riders would dm water proof unifomms, ke hing ueside downn an
highodks ad, viaa cavearkelt, sat thradh a similated slaghier
hosee. Trey wodld e hit in the skill with a big chib (of foam
rideer) , hosed down ard, in a herrowirg firale, have their threets
“arr” (oy a foam nideer knife) . Goqoer claine thet while Mest
Hock would ke egpecially exciting ad fin, it would also boost
pak sales becauee riders will ogt a better udkrstading of how
hmerely the hoos are trested as they are transfamed fram squeal -
ing animels to iced doan park dapes.

Alayg with the rides, Hog W arld wauld have a theatre showing
such plays as a take-off o Sekegpeare called ‘Mg, ” ad a
sizeeble 1ake, “Tre Big W allow,” thet would festire boats seped
like pak dgos ad sassaces, rafts thet ladk like kaam slices, ad
a he paddle boat thet wauld seet 300 ad ke dgoed 1ike a par-
tially sliced Viginalem. Ad, soa. ¢

Riitar ‘s Note: CGoxeel insisted thet we poirt ot thet the artide
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